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cases will change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


Facts You SHOULD KNow HANSEN’s DISEASE 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable.” the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these states, Han- 
sen’s disease rarely communicated contacts that from 
the public health standpoint might considered prac- 
tically non-communicable disease. Leprosarium 
Carville was founded fifty-two years ago. date not single 
member the medical nursing staff has contracted the 
disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 

Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 

for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully requirements for 
proof, and all attempted innoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
years old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This piper, and all outgoing mail; before hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. 
Subscribers, kindly notify change THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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After Two Years 
BY GERTRUDE HORNBOSTEL 


don’t like talk about myself, but that 
Simon Legree, the editor THE STAR, says 
must, because folks want know how get- 
ting along. sound egotistic therefor, please 
forgive and blame him. 

have been very conscientious about taking 
Diasone and anyone who could see now 
would think that was suffering from nothing but 
overweight. skin clear and nicely bronzed 
working garden the Louisiana sunshine. 
never had any open there are scars 
any kind. The red rash which once covered 
whole body, gone. have not had any 
negative skin tests, but they were “rare” for many 
months until amoebic infection, which 
thought been rid more than twelve years 
ago, was reactivated, that became run down 
had have treated. However, last test 
showed rare again and believe that won't 
long now before have negative test. 

The vertigo which has bothered ever since 
the third week intensive 
streptomycin treatment when first arrived 
Carville, still with me. not bad 
during the time was injections, and for 
many months afterwards, but looks doubtful 
whether will ever get over completely. The eyes 
have compensated great extent for the loss 
natural balance, but has been, and still is, 
great strain the nervous system. the dark 
completely lost, for there the eyes can’t help 
and wonder whether will have “stagger on” 
through the rest life with gyroscope be- 
yond repair. But can’t complain, volun- 
teered one ten guinea pigs, and long 
can have husband side will able 
manage very nicely. cooks most meals, 
makes bed, sweeps our cottage and works 
the garden while read proof THE STAR, at- 
tend varied correspondence, water and 
weed the garden. allowed remain 
the compound only during hours the day, 
has moved farm house two miles down the road 
with the Kern family, who live New Orleans 
present and only spend their weekends the farm. 
was very kind them let husband have 
room there and are both very grateful for it. 


During the fall last year, the older our two 
daughters spent few weeks with here, together 
with her husband and young son, who, being only 
years old, could not come except once, for.a 
couple hours, which spent chatting out 
the open, some garden benches near the chapel. 
Sandy had just returned with his daddy from 
Scotland where visited his other grandparents 
and had much tell about “the ones that 
got away,” for spent much his time over 
there fishing. His dad, whom addresses 
“Alec”, had plenty evidence Sandy’s activities 
Kodachrome movies, which showed and 
some the other patients; Sandy with his fish- 
ing pole sitting the edge lovely stream; 
Sandy the garden and among the enormous 
rhododendrons which were then full bloom. 
Alec took colored movies all during this, their first 
real vacation years. When the war broke out, 
was due home vacation, but instead 
were all interned Sto. Tomas, Manila, 
for more than three years and then had stay 
over after the war open business again, but 
sent his wife and Sandy ahead California many 
months before was finally able get away. 
When Gertrude Jr. and Sandy arrived San Fran- 
cisco and Sandy was interviewed newspaper- 
men, they asked him many questions. Among 
them was: “And what you think the United 
Sandy who was three years old when 
was interned and had never seen anything but the 
Philippines, said that “the houses were too high 
and there were too many white people”. They took 
him soda fountain and introduced him ice 
cream cones. think ate some ten more. The 
food generally must have impressed him greatly, 
for told his Scottish grandmother that pre- 
ferred the United States Scotland because “there 
could eat all the butter wanted,” which 
caused furore. 


Our other daughter, who lives Shanghai with 
her husband and young son, will come Carville 
for visit with November. Her husband gave 
her, for one her presents last Christmas, long 
distance call me, which was about the nicest 
present could have given both us. The call 
came through very clear and was wonderful 
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hear their voices. was all any could 
keep the tears out our voices. didn’t talk 
about anything consequence, but just the fact 
that were able talk and hear each other over 
that immense expanse land and water gave one 
feeling awe, and thankfulness for the people 
who made this possible. Having been born the 
horse and buggy era, can still remember the horse- 
drawn street cars, but folks were one the 
first families our town put telephone. 
The day after was installed, being able call 
the doctor immediately, two young brothers 
were saved from being badly poisoned leg- 
ume which they had eaten freely. One these 
two boys has been Bell Telephone engineer for 
many years and lives Long Island. like talking 
about garden. Since was six years old, wher- 
ever had few feet ground cultivate, have 
had one. With Botany lessons first year 
school, and accompanying father, together with 
oldest brother, his hunting trips, which 
instructed the characteristics both ed- 
ible and poisonous mushrooms, the nightshades, 
legumes, conifers and all the other forest trees, 
ferns and wild flowers, both developed great 
attachment for nature and the good earth. 
This was great help the concentration camp, 
knew all the edible weeds and could therefor 
help not only myself, but others too. 

Many the weeds and trees and flowers that 
had out the Islands, also grow Louisiana. 
windows are covered with morning glories and 
honeysuckle, and garden right now mass 
flowers. But also grow strawberries and vege- 
tables. six fifteen bamboo trellis, which 
built myself, have squash, cucumbers, string 
beans, loofa and melatone (Mexican chayote). 
the vegetable garden have great variety 
vegetables, enough help out the neighboring cot- 
tagers once while. Louisiana soil this part 
rich, but too heavy and needs the addition 
sand and humus lighten it. the hospital keeps 
dairy herd supply the patients with milk, 
can have all the manure need for our gardens. 
The soil many feet deep and entirely free 
stones, because all Mississippi River flood de- 
posit; the deep, rich black soil that the dream 
every farmer. Judging from what have seen, the 
State Louisiana has great agricultural future. 

Prior arrival here 1946, the United 
Patients Committee had been working ona seven- 
teen-point program which was submitted the 
Surgeon-General’s Advisory Committee Lep- 


rosy the U.S. This program was compilation 
requests for certain improvements made 
behalf patients with disease. sat 
the reading and discussions, having been 
pointed member the committee. had 
many such meetings with individual members 
the Surgeon-General’s Ccmmittee and, what the 
patients call, the “big brass” from Washington. 
feel annoyed with the expressicn “big brass”, be- 
cause brass, retain its brilliance, needs constant 
polishing. far, very little has been accomplish- 
and they are still working the other points. 
that rate will take another years 
complish what set out do. that time will 
well past allotted three score and ten and 
won't have worry about any more, but sup- 
pose that meetings with the Advisory Committee 
and the “big brass” will and and in- 
definitely, without accomplishing anything more 
spectacular than occasional sop the persever- 
ance the patients. 

Upon our repatriation from Japanese prison 
camp visited Washington where 
attended session Congress, saw the White 
House, the Pentagon, the Library Congress and 
many other noteworthy edifices; but far the 
most impressive, the one that brought the big- 
gest lump throat for its sheer beauty and 
simplicity, was the Lincoln Memorial. its un- 
adorned strength the most beautiful statue 
all the world. inscription there, 
icularly impressed was, shall try correct er- 
rors where shown errors; and shall adopt 
new views fast they shall appear true 
views”. 

wonder President Lincoln would wait for 
public opinion change before did what 
thought right, would and let public 
opinion shaped his own fearless act? 

Our Medical Officer Charge, Dr. F.A. Johan- 
sen ‘affectionately called Dr. the patients) 
and the majority his staff are liberal 
can with the patients, but they are bound 
rules and regulations which were formulated 
1917. These are blanket rules, covering all types 
Hansen’s disease. With present knowledge 
the disease and the new drugs, these Federal rules 
and regulations, and State laws, should changed. 

Much encouragement being given here vi- 
siting doctors from all over the world, resulting 
greater expansion knowledge concerning the 
disease both its medical and social aspects. 

Through the newspapers, the radio and last but 
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not least, THE STAR, edited and printed pa- 
tients this hospital,a good deal interest, 
which gaining momentum from month, 
has been aroused Hansen’s disease and this 
hospital. Much this interest due the use 
the sulfones, with the consequent arrestment 
the disease and resultant discharges patients. 
hear that better and less toxic drugs are the of- 
fing. But curious fact that the more enlight- 
ening and hopeful legitimate news sources become, 
the more vicious and poisonous statements come 
from fanatics who hold forth sometimes over 
the radio and few bigoted publications. 
cover their own hateful natures and inadequacies 
that they pick out for their sacrificial lambs 
Hitler did the Jews, and ascribe our bad luck 

The most astounding part the new enlight- 
ened disease the fact 
that much was brought about through the ef- 
forts the patients themselves, not through those 
the Public Health Service. matter fact, 


Dr. R.C. Williams, who has been assigned the 


rosy detail, intimated that was not the function 
the U.S. Government spend money pub- 
licity. 

But why not? Where the health and welfare 
the taxpayers are concerned, precedents should not 
necessary. but there are some anyway, for 
Surgeon General Thomas cam- 
paign bring syphilis out into the open and the 
“Voice America” broadcast. They are both pub- 
licity big way money was, and is, being 
spent for it. Since all the states have relegated the 
control and treatment Hansen’s disease the 
Public Health Service, thereby making excep- 
tion this one disease, seems that would 
this service carry the much-needed 
publicity campaign which now rests squarely the 
shoulders the patients themselves. BUT PER- 
HAPS CHEAPER THIS WAY. And that 
not all—the patients also handle most the duties 
Public Relations Officer, which ail army 
hospitals done Liaison Officer. are anx- 
iously awaiting the day when the Public Health 
Service will decide employ such man for us, 
well that long promised occupational thera- 

The editor THE STAR conceived the idea 
this publication many years ago. his baby, 
which brought into the world shed the light 
truth Hansen’s disease because was very 
much misunderstood affliction, one might almost 


tempted call bastard disease, which did 
not derive its name legitimately. The ancient 
name leprosy describes entirely different 
group diseases which are delineated the 
chapter Leviticus and not apply 
disease, leprosy erroneously termed. Dr. 
Schweisheimer, the TRAINED NURSE 
AND HCSPITAL REVIEW May 1948, 
article the Modern Treatment the 
chapter the epidemiology syphilis, has this 
say, “The disease became widespread during 
the crusades although, that time, Leprosy was 
the collective for ailments syphilitic and 
similar character. That flourished antiquity 
fairly certain.” was speaking syphilis. 

THE STAR has given hope patients all over 
the world. has also given confidence the new 
drugs and great desire able try them out. 
And that means good business for American and 
British drug companies, for estimated that 
there are about five sufferers from this dis- 
ease the world and some estimates much 
higher than that. would mean the beginning 
the end for this disease the old the 
medical profession who still persist their chaul- 
moogra bottles, could weaned from them long 
enough try out the new drugs, besides giving 
thought doing away with segregation, that 
patients will come for treatment their own free 
will and without fear being deprived their 
freedom. being done with any other disease, 
and there are many good deal more dangerous 
than Hansen’s. 

Here Louisiana, the State Society 
kicked the props out from under the Public 
Health Service’s pilot program playing politics. 
This program was initiated searching out 
early cases disease and treating them 
elsewhere than and according 
medical ethics, not publicly stigmatize 
these patients forcing them reside Carville 
during the term their treatment. When be- 
came known that this was contemplated, certain 
individuals contacted their friends and managed 
have resolution pushed through June 1°47, 
continue sending all cases the disease Carvil- 
le, thereby preventing much-needed reforms and 
emphasizing once more the harshest and most 
backward State Laws which are force 
Louisiana respect this disease, with the re- 
sult that those afflicted will not come forward for 
treatment and the disease will naturally perpet- 
uated. 
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Carville located bend the Mississippi 
River about miles north New Orleans and 
the isolated location large part blame for 
much the fear and repugnance which many 
people, particularly Louisiana, have for this dis- 
ease. Also, foolish have hospital far 
from urban center where the best medical 
talent, such specialized surgery, available 
the patients case emergency. 

spite isolation, however, some the pa- 
tients have managed snatcha little happiness 
from their enforced stay here and couples have 
met and married while getting their treatment. 
present there are about such couples here. 
Some these have built cottages have home 
life sorts. managed buy one these from 
discharged patient, tiny place with just enough 
room turn around in, but has nice view to- 
ward the hospital buildings one side and the 
green expanse the golf course the other, with 
the levee and its darker masses green trees 
backdrop. When the mist over the levee the 
early morning hours, sharply outlining the oak 
trees when the sun comes behind them, and 
the birds are singing their morning songs, can 
almost forget that here and why. 

Since arrival June 1946, many patients 
have been discharged with the disease arrested. 
had been diagnosed correctly upon return 
from Japanese prison camp 1945, too might 
now ready home, but having been mis- 
diagnosed consecutive doctors during first 
year back the and because the disease ap- 
peared since the first year our imprisonment, 
which meant four years all, will take lit- 
tle longer get over it. During 1946 some 
our patients were discharged. 1947, made the 
grade. Actually there were more than that, but 
many these patients have been here for years, 
and during the chaulmoogra era, the disease made 
such inroads that they are better off right here 
where they will not become burden their fam- 
However, there are ethers who were here 
just long and perhaps even longer, who show 
sign ever having had the disease. One couple, 
who had come youngsters and had been here 
for and years respectively, finally managed 
get their discharges almost the same time last 
year. They are both fine health and without 
blemish. hear that there were six discharges 
May. far there have been for 1948, but 
many more patients are having negative tests and 
the total for 1948 will probably about the same 


last year, because the patient body past years 
has been averaging about the same. 


However, probably because the fame the 
sulfones, admissions are increasing from 1946 
1947 and this year there have been 
date only May. there are many more, fa- 
cilities will have enlarged considerably. Ac- 
tually there should about ten such hospitals 
this accomodate all the people the who 
have this disease, they should able get 
their treatment clinics other treatment cen- 
ters least the endemic states, within reach 
patients, that they would not have leave 
their home state and 
place such Carville, nor under present condi- 
tions coercion, but rather privilege, the 
disease stamped out. 


Just ready conclude this article, the 
mail comes with the news that, through the ef- 
forts the American Federation the Physically 
Handicapped, which has lodge here, No. 
which have the privilege President, very 
comprehensive bill was introduced the House 
behalf those afflicted with Hansen’s disease. 
was written Colonel G.H. Rarey, USA., 
RET., 120 Mount Vernon Drive, Decatur, Georgia, 
National Vice President the organization. was 
introduced Representative Kersten Wiscon- 
sin. This bill H.R. 6653 and designed cor- 
rect the present anomalous situation pertaining 
the control and treatment the disease, pre- 
sent laws are antiquated and not take into con- 
sideration the fact that now have drugs 
arrest the disease; nor they take into account 
the deprivation families their breadwinners 
mothers small children. understand the 
Public Health Service does not like the bill 
and will not support it, but they have bill 
nor any provision for families de- 
tained patients and patients who have become 
handicapped the disease, has become neces- 
sary, and urgently so, enact new laws which 
are more conformity with present knowledge 
the disease and its treatment and control. Many 
well known doctors have promised their support 


the bill. 


There will probably time during the pre- 
sent session Congress take up, but 
sure discussed Committee the next ses- 
sion. Inthe meantime YOU can help writing 
your Congressmen asking for their support 


THE NATIONAL LEPROSY ACT, 6653. 
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NATIONAL LEPROSY ACT 


PRESENTED CONGRESS 


Col G.H. Rarey (above) 120 Mt. Drive, Decatur, Ga. 

the Father the National Leprosy Act. Col. 

retired U.S. Army officer, has been our most consistent 

and indefatigable champion our battle for equitable 

_treatment. has shown more courage and persistence 
his continuous fight against the red-tape, ignorance 


and indifference political officialdom than any other 
individual. 


Regardless its passage, the introduction 
this National Leprosy Act. R.6653 the great- 
est possible value patients and their families with 
whom the concerned. Col. Rarey thoroughly 
conversant with the subject matter this Bill. the 
result four years study and the U.S. 
leprosy situation. was drawn following consultation 
with competent leprologists. 


The Patients Federation solidly back 
6653. The Federation’s assembly has authorized 
the expenditure $300.00 from it’s limited funds 
for the reprinting and distribution copies 
6653, together with pertinent statements 
Rep. Kersten, Col. Rarey and Paul Strachan, Na- 
tional President the American Federation the 
Physically Handicapped, they appeared the 
Congressional Record Appendix. These reprints 
will sent Business, Labor, Veterans, Farm, 
Womens, Scientific and Professional, Civic, Frater- 
nal and other groups. 

Commenting 6653 Washington Report 
the Medical Sciences said, “The most compre- 
hensive legislative treatment leprosy ever pro- 
posed Congress authorized 6653. Al- 
though has chance enactment before ad- 
journment, the bill may stimulate enough discus- 
sion, both and out Congress, justify rein- 
troduction next year”. 


6653 page Bill. Provisions the 
Bill tredtment center non-endemic 
state having cool dry climate and treatment cent- 
ers the endemic states Louisiana, Texas, Flo- 
rida and California, and, certain types the 
disease, home treatment arrangement between 
the Surgeon General and attending physician, es- 
leprosy, one whose shall discharg- 
patient; rehabilitation and 
grams for discharged patients: financial assistance 
for patients and their dependents; compensation 
for disabilities suffered discharged patients; 
intended show the “injustice the leprosy stig- 
ma” and other important and necessary improve- 
ments the status quo. 


are deeply indebted Rep. Charles Kersten 


(above), (R) Wisconsin, Milwaukee attorney, man. 


with social conscience, for introducing H.R. 6653. The 
Bill now the hands the House, insterstate and 
foreign commerce committee. 

Col. Rarey will speak Hansen’s disease and 
the vital importance the passage 6653, 
the American Legion Convention, Department 
Georgia, held Atlanta, June 24. 
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DR. SLOAN 


Dr. Mrs. Sloan enjoying their Carville visit 


Dr. Norman Sloan, Medical Director the 
famed Kalaupapa Settlement the Island Mo- 
lokai, Hawaii, sat across the desk from and 
said earnestly, speak leprosy before medical 
groups every opportunity, especially our pu- 
blic health nurses, because they come contact 
with families more often than doctors these 
talks always stress three points—1) the disease 
has connection with misconduct, only 
slightly contagious but more contagious with 
young children, and the new drugs are arresting 
the disease and there hope that better drugs will 
brought forth” 

these “points” were difinite agreement, 
but Dr. Sloan said much, much more many other 
phases the problem, some which 
just definitely did not agree, when called 
THE STAR office. Dr. and Mrs. Sloan were 
visiting Carville for several days May. 

Dr. Sloan thinks that changing the 
another term would useless and probably 
harmful. know good reason for changing 
name which has been use for the same dis- 
ease for least thousand years,” and added, “if 
there good reason for changing it, good 
substitute has yet been offered.” Dr. Sloan said 
that formerly the term “Hansen’s disease” was 
some use medical circles, that the doctors could 
use the term without the patients knowing what 
was being talked about, but not any more. “THE 
said, “has ruined that forever,” 

Dr. Sloan declared, think THE STAR takes 


this business name too seriously, you should 


laugh it, like the Kalaupapa patients do. re- 
member had movie once which one 
the characters said, ‘You avoid were 
leper.’ Our patients laughed, you would sent 
agonized our “agonized protests” 
appezrs page 12) 

discussion “Facts” published the in- 
side covers THE STAR brought forth some 
are telling only the things want tell and 
withholding what not pleasant. “Be specific,” 
requested. Dr. argument that “Facts” 
should include all the problem. 
“he went on, ‘Fact’ should 
have added after ‘feebly communicable’ but 
ceptibility much greater infants and 
children, and decreases with age. 
able that most cases the familial. 
“We accept this and plan make the 
addition our “Facts”. 


Dr. Sloan said that sometimes our 


are “too positive,” and hardle too loosely “au- 
sources”, when his some 
the men quote are not “authoritative”. 
way, this places THE STAR with tle 
JOURNAL the American Medical 
because recall that Dr. Sloan, few years ago, 
addressed letter the editor the JOURNAL, 
criticizing article leprosy one the 
leading dermatologists, who has had 
considerable experience with leprosy. asked, 
“Why was written? contains nothing new for 
the worker leprosy”, and labeled the article 
“dangerous” for the general practitioner. 

Dr. Sloan said that the total number cases 
leprosy Hawaii has been cut the past 
years and feels that segregation accounts for it. 
The doctor admitted that intensive survey has 
been made recently, but surveys school chil- 
dren were made the past. Dr. Sloan thinks that 
not have real segregation here, only few 
hundred are hospitalized when estimated that 
there are several thousand cases the “The 
doctors Hawaii are better informed the 
diagnosis leprosy, and the average case placed 
under treatment within year after the symptoms 
appear,” Carville the average case has had the 
disease four years more before diagnosis and 
treatment. 


discussing Kalaupapa, Dr. Sloan said there 
are 290 patients there, and when the first reports 
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success with Promin came Carville, 
part through THE STAR Doctor! his 
patients were naturally eager try it. “Warnings 
about toxicity made hesitate, and, too, had 
difficulty obtaining Promin and Diasone. 
now have patients receiving Promin, 110 
Diasone, and Promizole, Our patients are en- 
about the new treatments. and the 
last year four children were brought the hospi- 
tal their parents who, having relatives there, 
recognized the symptoms and wanted the children 
have inmediate treatment.” 

Comparing Kalaupapa and Carville, Dr, Sloan 
said, “You have more adequate medical program 
Carville follow your lead. But Kalau- 
papa the patients have more community 
percent live four Unit Homes; 
the McVeigh Home for married couples; and 
there are also special quarters for family groups. 
About per cent the patients live private 
cottages and receive food allowances which they 
prepare themselves. There are couples who 
met and married Kalaupapa. There are three 
churches, Catholic, Protestant and Mormon. 

Dr. Sloan said that there has been lot talk 
about-the inaccessibility Kalaupapa, “Actually,” 
declared, “we are closer Honolulu than Car- 
ville New Orleans. have our own air- 
port, with daily passenger and mail service. 
fly Honolulu half hour.” 

“Did you read about Edgar Bergen visiting Car- 
ville?” asked, think Bergen first heard about 
Carvilie when put show for Kalau- 
papa,” Dr. Sloan replied, and then casually 
mentioned that other entertainers, including Irvin 
Berlin, Olsen and Johnson, and Edward Robin- 
son had entertained the patients Kalaupapa. 

Dr. Sloan delivered parting shot, “the 
climate Kalaupapa far better. than 
—We agreed one more point. 


Dr. Sloan, former medical served 


Liberia from 1928 1935.In 193¢ the 
Virgin Islands, where part his time was given 
the care patients the Leprosarium Croix. 

Dr. and Mrs. Sloan went Hawaii 
1941 became Medical Director Kalgupapa. 

Before attending the Havana Congress, Dr. and 
Mrs. Sloan visited South America and Mexico 


and attended the International Congress Tropical 
Medicine Washington, D.C. Mrs. Sloan, gracious 
and friendly, said, “We are eager get back our 
patients and our work.” Dr. and flew 
back Hawaii June 


BETWEEN YOU AND 


The road signs directing visitors this hospital 
have strange and mysterious way disappearing. 


WHY? few weeks ago some friends 


mine drove from New Orleans see me. New 
Orleans miles from this hospital, and al- 
though there mile stretch very bad road 
between here motorists make the 
trip about hour and they age fami- 
liar with the roads. took friends;who had 
never made this trip before, exactly hours 
drive the miles. Almost the first thing they 
said was, “your hospital the most outlandish 
location. Why earth don’t they road 
saw plenty them along the way, but 
none pointing the way Carville. About miles 
from here saw wooden road sign the ditch. 
When got out the car and examined it, 


it.was Carville sign.” This was means 


the have heard complaints about the 


finding the road Carville; always 


the question “Why don’t you people 
something about it? Why don’t you get some 
signs put up”? 

Invariably when down from 
Baton Rouge, there are several cars, one 
more them always gets lost, and the show 
held for hours. 

Now, just between you me, “something 
rotten Denmark”, because road signs have been 
put time and again bythe State 
ties, but hardly are they before they are down. 

Mike, discharged patient who drives our Sta- 
tion Wagon and the great deal says, 
seen new road signs trip. out, and 
return several days the sign had dis- 
appeared,. while near signs, directing other 
places, were left standing.” looks some- 


signs. 


has reached the point where, group 
isexpected from New Orleans 
for special clinic some the local em- 
ployees have place temporary mark- 
ers along 


Now what could: the motive back van- 


thing, that making harder for visitors 
get here. Remote the this hospital 
bad roads themsélves are discouraging 
enough visitors. 

the past many obstacles have been placed 
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JOEY SAILS FOR CARVILLE, U.S.A. 


According the press the way has been cleared 
for Mrs. Josephine Guerrero, patient the No- 
valiches Leprosarium near Manila, Philippines, 
come this hospital for period treatment. 
May Joey, call her, was awarded the 
United States’ highest civilian decoration, the 
Medal Freedom with silver palm, for work 
with the underground during World War II. The 
presentation was made Major General George 
Moore, commander American troops the 
Philippines, who said that the work Joey did 
feeding internees and learning Japanese military 
secrets showed “more courage than that so'd- 
ier the field battle.” Cardinal Spellman was 
present and commended Joey for her Christian 
fortitude calling her “heroine the Cross.” 

Ralph Coghlin, Editor the Editorial page 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, commenting 
Joey’s being allowed come Carville said: 
“Simple gratitude for services rendered demands 
that Mrs. Guerrero admitted. She risked her life 
repeatedly, and her work credited with saving 
the lives American soldiers and should repaid 
helping her normal life again”. And there 
another reason why Mrs. Guerrero should 


admitted. chance mitigate the cruel taboo 
which has been visited upon victims leprosy 
unreasoning fear the disease. former Sur- 
geon- General Parran wrote the Post Dispatch 
year ago, leprosy less communicable than 
several other more common diseases, including 
tuberculosis. 


admitting Mrs. Guerrero, the nation can 
pay its debt toa gallant woman and the same 
time exemplify the humane attitude toward class 
sufferers who have been ostracized and immur- 
with unnecessary harshness.” 


The Star Staff cabled Joey the day her 
decoration, "Warmest congratulations richly 
deserved medal. All hope you arrive Carville soon.” 

Joey planned sail June from 
board the hospital ship U.S.S. Hore, 
arrive San Francisco July The necessary 
clearance papers did not arrive sailing time but 
was hoped they would received time 
Jocy flown Okinawa overtake the ship. 
Otherwise she would sent another ship. 
our February issue published the story Joey 
and the same time pleaded for her admit- 
ted this hospital for adequate care and treaiment. 
rejoice with her that Attorney Tom 
Clark has authorized her entry. 


BETWEEN YOU AND 


the way hospital general visitors. 
large degree this now has overcome. 
When visitors come here and see the situatian for 
themselves and meet the patients, they away 
with all fears and misconceptions eradicated. 


who may want maintain here the 
quo might even resort removing road signs. 
just between you ard me, they might well 
get wise and realize that nothing they ean 
this stage progress and wide publicity, can turn 
the clock back the days “the old Louisana 
Leper Home.” 

must remembered this rcw Federal 
Hospital, under the supervision the 
old man with the whiskers.” 

looks Uncle correct the road sign 
situaton should put metal road signs. with 
arrow directing motorists “U.S. Marine Hospi- 
tal, Point Claire, Carville, La.” 


Place STAR your public library 
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How disease handled other coun- 
tries? serious Public Health problem? Are 
they using the new drugs? What about research? 
These questions and many more are always asked 
when are interviewing visiting doctors; not, 
course, the “Mr. District Attorney” manner, 
but the give and take interested discussions. 

What being done about disease 
Mexico particular the United States 
because about one fourth the patients Car- 
ville are natives Mexico Mexican descent, 
most whom have come here from Texas. 


(first row) D:. Franco and Andrade Mexico and 
Dr. Erickson, and Dr. Prejean 

(second row) Dr. Johansen, Dr. Myers and Dr. Fite the 
Carville medical staff. 


Dr. José Perches Franco, Chief Health Officer 
and Director Prophylaxis Against Leprosy, 
México City, and Dr. Roberto Andrade, 
Professor Dermatology, National University 
Mexico School Medicine, returning from the 
Havana Congress, via Carvillle, were quite willing 
talk. Dr. Franco said, “Officially know 
8,000 cases disease Mexico, but 
there are, conservatively, 24,000 unreported cases. 
our one Leprosarium, which about miles 
from Mexico City, are treating 300 patients. 
addition there are dispensaries, called simply 
‘Health Clinics’, throughout the country.” ad- 
ded that more hospitals for treating Hansen’s 
disease will built Mexico this year. Dr. Fran- 
said the sulfone drugs have proved “of great 
value.” the instances where the drugs have 
been used, the patients have shown marked im- 
provement. The Secretary Public Health 


Mexico has allocated 500,000 pesos for the purch- 
ase sulfone drugs and arrangements have been 
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THE DOCTORS 
made with one the firms manufacturing them 
sell the drugs the Mexican government 
the same price that they are sold the 

Dr. Franco said Hansen’s disease much more 
social problem than medical one his 
country because provision made for families 
when the breadwinner hospitalized. Dr. Franco 
met informally with group our Mexican 
patients. 

Dr. Andrade, member the Section Der- 
matology the National Academy Medicine, 
has long had special interest Hansen’s disease. 
1943 spent several months Carville 
fellowship from the Leonard Wood Memorial. 
commented upon the noticeable improvement pa- 
tients here have made the past five years. Dr. 
Andrade recently came into prominence his id- 
entification new parasite. 


, * 


* 


Dr. Salomon Schujman Argentina and Dr. 
Dalgamouni Egypt with our Dr. Erickson 


have hard much Dr. Salomon Schuj- 
man Rosario, Argentina, from 
who acclaim him humanitarian, “one the 
doctors who has done the most for us,” that was 
pleasure meet him and his wife when 
they visited this hospital. Dr. Schujman recog- 
nized one the leading specialists Hansen’s 
disease, Argentina. has been proponent 
Chaulmoogra oil treatment, but when here ad- 
mitted the sulfones have proved advance 
toward the curing and eventual eradication 
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Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. M.A.K. Dalgamouni Cairo, Egypt, found- 
and director the anti-leprosy section Egypt’s 
Ministry Health, declared emphatically, “that 
prime failure handling leprosy patients remov- 
ing them from their usual lives, without giving them 
work do.” Dr. Dalgamouni advocates establish- 
ing communities the nations where leprosy exists, 
which the patients may run the business and 
political life and carry their normal occupations 
sort “World within World.” Egypt Dr. 
Dalgamouni said there are approximately 25,000 
cases, about 1,000 are hospitalized but total 
almost 4,000 are being given medical treatment. 
The sulfone drugs are not yet used Egypt. Said 
Dr. Dalgamouni, “We use chaulmoogra oil because 
all have. heard much about the sulfones 
the Havana Congress and now that have seen 
the results you are getting Carville, will try 
get them for people.” 


Left right, 2nd Johansen; Dr. Braga, 
Madeira; Dr, Sousa Lima; Dr. Sousa Campas 


From Brazil came one the most interesting 
and distinguished group doctors visit Carville 


recent years. Included were Dr. Sousa Lima, 


Sanatorio Padre Bento; Dr. Nelson Campos, Dr. 
Pucher Braga, and Dr. Jose Alcantara Madeira, 
Sao Paulo. Accompanying the Brazilian doctors 
was Dr. Eugene Payne the Research Laboratories 
Parke-Davis. Dr. Payne was the party 
Detroit, Michigan, inspect the Parke-Davis 
Laboratories where Promin manufactured, be- 
fore their return Brazil. This was the first visit 
these Latin-American doctors the United 
States and Carville. They pioneered the use 
sulfones Brazil and South America. Brazil 


probably the foremost country the world 
the treatment, both socially and medically, Han- 
sen’s disease. There are 10,000 patients Brazil 
under treatment; 8,000 them are receiving sul- 
fones, and the rest will receive them. 

One Brazil’s outstanding leprologists Dr. 
Sousa Lima. understand that was Dr. 
Lima who carried the big stick the Com- 
mittee Therapeutics the Havana Congress, 
which finally put over the amendment recognizing 
the sulfones the treatment choice for Han- 
sen’s disease. Lima expressed satisfaction that 
the Havana Congress recommended abandoning 
the word “leper” and added that felt that “lep- 
few years. 

“We like Carville very much,” said Dr. Lima, 
“and wish could spend month here study- 
ing with your doctors”. 

The Pan-American Conference Leprosy will 
was particularly interesting meet some the 
doctors who will prominent hosts and lead- 
ers this important conference. Returning from 
the Havana Congress, via Carville, were Doctors 
Guillot, Capuro and Alleraturcha, and 
Riccardi, all Buenos Aires. 


The doctors said Argentina has 6,000 cases 
Hansen’s disease recorded, but has estimated 
10,000, which 1,200 are hospitalized. The largest 
hospital, the General Rodriguez, located miles 
from Buenos Aires and has 700 patients. They 
have been using Promin and Diasone extensively 
for two years. They are also using new drug cal- 
led Rongalita. This drug, still its experimental 
stages, was first used Professor Fernandez 
Argentina. The doctors claim encouraging results 
from Rongalita treatment administered intraven- 
ously flattens nodules and causes spots dis- 
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appear, they said. Argentina the words 


and “leprosy” are not used, the clinics being called 
Dermatological. 


Under the impressive title Dr. Roden Boen- 
jamin Reksowiredejo, Javanese nobleman 
holds forth the only specialist leprosy the 
entire Netherlands East Indies. Dr. Boenjamin 
came the attend the Congress Tropi- 
cal Medicine Washington, Because his 
great interest Hansen’s disease, this hospital was 
included his itinerary. His trip Carville was 
under the auspices the Coolidge Foundation 
Tropical Diseases. 

According Dr. Boenjamin, Java there are 
4),000 cases Hansen’s disease population 
40,000,000. Batavia there one hospital for 
patients where research carried on, and about 
miles outside Batavia another hospital with 
100 patients. They have Polyclinics for ambulatory 
patients where Hansen’s disease treated, along 
with other skin diseases. Dr. Boenjamin declared, 
will very happy when the sulfa drugs are 
available us. patients have heard them 
and are awaiting them anxiously”. 

Dr. Hasselmann, present Professor 
Dermatology, Erlangen University, Bavaria, Ger- 
many,in the American Zone, was sent the 
Havana Congress officical delegate because 
his years medical practice Philip- 
pines, where had much experience with Han- 
route Washington for the Congress Tropical 
Medicine, Hasielmann paid THE STAR what 
termed courtesy call”. 

Dr. Hasselman was vacation Shanghai when 
the war broke out and was POW for the dura- 
tion. 

Dr. Hasselman related that there are only ten 
cases Hansen’s disease Germany, all the 
Northeastern section the country. 

“At the rate science advancing, years 
may run out diseases,” commented Dr. 
George Brownlee the Wellcome Foundation, 
London. Dr. Brownlee, Ph. D., Pharmoco- 
logist the Wellcome Physiological Laboratories 
where Sulfatrone was synthesized back 1936, 
but its chemotherapeutic value was not fully in- 
vestigated until 1940. Like Promin and Diasone, 
this early sulfa drug was first tried tuberculosis. 
Dr. Brownlee considers Sulfatrone less toxic than 
other sulfa drugs. 


4 


Sulfatrone has been used treating 
disease Africa and India with very encouraging 
results. The first Carville patient received Sulfatrone 
April and present there are patients tak- 


ing this treatment. Dr. Brownlee (above) said that 
his firm will make available much Sulfatrone 
Dr. Johansen can use here. 

Dr. Brownlee left Carville for the East where 
was scheduled address the New York Academy 
Science. 

Dr. Brian Macgraith, dean the School 
Tropical Medicine, Liverpool, England, flew the 
for the Washington Tropical Medicine 
Congress, then New Orleans where lectured 
the Tulane School Medicine. Dr. Macgraith 
said, “Please not refer Englishman, 
Australian, and not leprologist, either, 
but interested the disease because have 
instruct about it.” mentioned that there are 
four known cases Hansen’s disease Liver- 


pool, all imported. “We have segregation laws 
England,” added. 


“My visit the United States would not have 
been complete without including your fine hospi- 
tal,” said Dr. Anderson London, here 
May observe the modern methods treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Anderson, who medical superintendent 
the Church England Misionary Society said, 
intensely interested the problem because 
our society administers Leprosy settlements 
Africa, India, China Japan, Iran and others coun- 
tries. Dr. Anderson said that his society founded 
the first Leprosy settlement China 1876. 
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Dr. Manuel Santos and Dr. Antonio Santos 
Leloc Portugal, told that there are over 1000 
cases Hansen’s disease ir. their country. Dr. 
Santos charge new hospital Tocha, 
opened last November where has 500 patients. 

They are using Sulfatrone, Promin, Diasone 
and still some Chaulmoogra oil. 

Dr. Arnold Honolulu, Hawaii, with 
Mrs. Arnold, stopped this hospital after the 
Havana Congress. Dr. Arnold, graduate the 
University Michigan, has been Hawaii since 
and Dermatological work since 1939, 
associated with Dr. Fennel “The Clinic” 
Honolulu, where has become especially inter- 
ested Hansen’s disease. suggests that inas- 
much Hansen’s disease was not acepted the 
Havana the term “lepra” the 
word for leprosy French, Spanish, Portugese 
and Greek that THE STAR attempt have 
adopted universally. Dr. Arnold said, “this hos- 
pital has beautiful buildings and wonderful care 
for the patients, but too institutional and not 
enough like home.” 


Dr. Bertil Friberg, Augustana Lutheran Mission, 
Tanganika, Africa, attended the Havana Con- 
gress and also visited Carville. Dr. Friberg, the 
son missionary parents reports that the inci- 
dence Hansen’s disease Kenya per 1000. 


Drs. Xavie Vilanova and Carlos Cardenel 
Barcelona, Spain, who had been Havana for 
the Congress came from New Orleans with 
Dr. Van Studdiford spend the day. The 
Spanish doctors praised our “hermoso” hospital 
and said one had have Hansen’s disease 
bad being patient here. 


Dr, Kan Huaichih, official the Public 
Health Service China, observing the new drugs 
use this hospital said hoped that some 
day the same methods may used treat the 
multitudes sufferers China. 


Dr. Davison Westfort, Pretoria, South 
Africa, who came over the Havana Congress 
also passed Carville, spending the day with our 
medical staff. 


HOLLAND’S Magazine for July carries “The 
Light THE Gladys Holloday Hunter. 
The article well done and illustrated. Recom- 
mended reading. 


HONORABLE AMEND 


Not infrequently from the Pulpit and the Press 
have the odious words “leprosy” and “leper”, es- 
pecially the latter epithet, been used to.connote 
the ultimate human degradation. But, far 
know, these words have not been used with 
that humiliating significance the Congress 
the United States until recently, when Rep. Karl 
Mundt South Dakota, arguing successfully 
for his Curb-Communism Bill, said, “Communism 
form mental moral leprosy. All want 
put the leper’s sign them. want 
put the quarantine sign these disease peddlers”. 
Beatty, NBC Commentator, nation 
May 6th, reported Rep. 
speech, emphasizing the 
ferences, and, course, the newspapers carried 
full. 

The patients resented the offensive comparison, 
especially veterans various wars who are patients 
here. --THE STAR sent one its “agonized 
protests” Morgan Beatty, who forwarded 
Rep. Mundt. 

Mr. Beatty, response our protest, wrote 
part; shall limit use the word hereafter. 
must remind you, however, that when news 
source important Mundt uses dram- 
atic expression emphasize news situation 
are hardly position edit Mr. Mundt. Never- 
theless, are advising him your position.” 


Rep. Mundt’s apology, carried the New Or- 
leans Time-Picayune, came promptly. wrote: 
humbly apologize the patients your 
for what might seem affront them. 
While reference was made the sense the 
Biblical reference leprosy, want assure you 
that feel nothing but the deepest sympathy for 
those people who have contracted Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Please assured that the future shall 
more careful analogies.” 

The Mundt incident just one more example 
how deeply these words with their obnoxious 
significance are rooted the language and yet the 
recent International Congress leprosy, while 
recommending disuse the word “leper” maint- 
ained that “leprosy” the scientific name for the 
disease. It’s about scientific Hamlet’s 


Ghost.” 


When you finish reading THE STAR wili you please 
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MEMORIAL DAY CARVILLE 


THROUGH THE EYES VISITOR 


the front porch the Building for 
the Day Ceremonies, 


The small cemetery which visitor stood 
watch the Memorial Day Services held here, under 
the auspices Voiture Locale $0?, pa- 
tients and personnel our National Leprosarium, 
lay peace under bright Louisiana sky. brisk 
breeze the Louisiana sunshine and set the 
American flag and the American Standard 
snapping. 

the cemetary are graves patients, all 
marked with identical oblong white headstones. 
While awaiting the arrival the parade, the visi- 
tor looked around. hundred more patients 
were standing quietly chatting while waiting 
for the coming the American Legion Post, the 
Boy some the Sisters Charity and 
others. 

The sight was food for thought and emotior, 
seeing the different nationalities represented 
the patient body; Mexicans, Spaniards. Japanese, 
Chinese, Greeks, Cubans French, colored folk- 
Americans all-eager honor this Memorial 
Day the men who had died for their country and 
also former patients who had not been soldiers, 
but had died here under the care Uncle Sam. 

Lead the American Legion and followed 
the Carville Boy Scouts, the latter wearing the 
Scout uniform and the former their campaign 
caps, one ex-service man wore the tan uniform 
and broad brimmed hat made familiar the 
Roosevelt Rough Riders the Spanish 
American war. 

From automobile the far side the ce- 


metary, Sister Laura directed and some the 
musicians accompanied, chorus singing “My 
Country ‘Tis Thee.” The Veterans and Scouts, 
standing ease double row, sang this grand 
old song and the volume sound was swelled 
the voices the patients, yes-Americans all. 

Dr. Erickson, Executive Officer this 
hospital, gave short talk presenting the Protes- 
tant Chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Clifton Rash, who 
delivered impressive address, concluded the 
Recessional: 


“Lord God Hosts, with yet 
Lest forget, lest forget.” 


Catholic priest, Father Andrew, read 
from his Book Prayer. Then during profound 
silence, members the American Legion broke 
ranks and decorated the graves soldiers who 
had gone with masses flowers and small 
American flags. 

“America the Beautiful”was sung andthe American 
flag and American Legion Standard blessed. 
Finally, every one standing attention, the poig- 
nant “Army Taps” was sounded. 

many nationalities, all singing “My County 
Thee,” “America the Beautiful,” all showing 
such reverence, all under the aegis our 
ican flag, all under the care our Federal Gov- 
ernment. This seemed visitor touching 
exemplar the true brotherhood 


NURSING STAFF NOTES 


Sister Anne Elizabeth attended the American 
Nurses Association Biennial held 
Chicago from May June 

Sister Frances DeSales has obtained leave ab- 
sence from June September finish work 
towards her Baccalaureate Degree Science 
which she will obtain from the DePaul 
Chicago, the end the September session. 

Sister Vincent has cbtained leave absence 
from June August matriculate the 
Fontbonne College St. Louis. Sister contin- 
uing her studies towards her Baccalaureate Degree 
Home 


The Chesney Chapter the DAV Auxiliary, 
New Orleans, will sponsor Minstrel Show our 
theatre Sunday afternoon, July The cast 
composed thirty-five women. 
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THE STAR SALUTES MRS. GILMORE 


nay} 


Mrs. 


Gilmore work her new office 


Those who know her, and her years valuable 
work Carville, agree that the old aphorism, 
“Precious things come small packages” fits exact- 
Mrs. Clara Gilmore, who has been appointed 
recently the important position Administra- 
tive Assistant this hospital. Mrs. Gilmore, like 
Queen Victoria, very small lady not quite five 
feet tall. One wonders how her small head can 
hold much wisdom, tact, discretion and execut- 
ive She would deny this, with 
laugh, but she has been called patients “Dr. 
right hand.” 

Mrs. Gilmore has been connected with the Car- 
ville Marine Hospital since 1927 when 
position stenographer, with Sister Catharine 
Sullivan. 1930 she went work the office 
Mr. Gibson, Chief Pharmacist, and later be- 
come Secretary the then Medical Officer 
Charge, Dr. Denny. After Dr. trans- 
ferred, she did secretarial work for the succeeding 
Drs. and Faget, and now she 
helps Dr. keep things running smoothly. 

When talking her recent promotion friend, 
Mrs. Gilmore said, “of course this meant great 
deal me, but what really made happy, was 
the congratulations from friends and the nice 
things they said me.” 

Mrs. Gilmore spcke the remarkable progress 
that has been made here medically the treatment 
Hansen’s disease, the morale the patients, 
and the management this hospital during 
the years her service. “For one thing,” she 
stated “the entire hospital has been practically 
rebuilt. Too, the type publicity are getting 
now amazing radio, press, magazine articles. 


This giving the public new and truc idea 
Carville.” 

Mrs. Gilmore insists she “just town 
girl.” She was born Burnside, Louisiana, the 
Orange Grove plantation about miles from 
Her present house, built her late 
husband and about miles “down the 
river” from the hospital gates, and charming 
home is, with large lawns and lovely planting 
trees and shrubbery, she lives alone, ina 
cottage with fascinating antiques. 

Mrs. Gilmore has one son, now student 


ition since his discharge from two year hitch 
the Navy. 

well filling her position here, Mrs. Gil- 
more admits she the cattle business 
and has already small herd. When asked what 
their breed was she laughed and replied, “Oh, 
they are grade cattle, just plain cows.” 

THE STAR wishes offer Mrs. Gilmore its 
warm congratulations her promotion the 
position Administrative Assistant this Marine 


OUR TRAVELING MOC 


Dr. Johansen, our Medical Officer 
Charge, was Washington, C., from May 
attend the Fourth International Congres- 
ses Tropical Medicine and Malaria, sponsored 
the State Department. Many the delegates 
from distant countries the Fifth International 
Leprosy Congress: held April, also 
attended these Congresses. Three papers Han- 


disease were presented the Congress,on 


Tropical Medicine. Dr. Johansen and Dr. Robert 
Cochrane London read papers chemo- 
discussed Dr. Johansen reported 
the Washington meetings, attended delegates 
from countries, both interesting and stim- 
ulating 

Dr. Johansen flew New York for the meeting 
the Medical Advisory Board the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, held May 28. 

Monday, June found Dr. Johansen Alex- 


La., where spoke Hansen’s disease 


before meting the Rapides Parish Medical 
Society. 

Dr. Johansen will not his desk here from 
June but willbein Chicago for the annual 
Convention the American Medical Association. 
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GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


are the proud possessors Ultratone 
Audio Recorder, Record Player and Radio com- 
bination. This beautiful machine the gift the 
Department West Virginia, American Legion 
Auxiliary under the presidency Mrs. Alan 
McClain Charleston. 

This one the many things have long de- 
sired. plan make records outstanding 
people’s impressions Carville. statements sci- 
entists regarding disease and records 
educational nature for loan interested groups. 

The first record plan cut one appre- 
ciation the Department West Virginia for 
their wonderful gift us. 


Pictured above are the officers, Katherine 
tyre, President. Rose Marie Crane, Vice-President, 
and Marion Gundersen Secy. members, and advi- 
sor, Edith Holmes, the newly formed Carville 
Club the Lilinois Bell Telephone Co. Edgewater 
Office Chicago, 

This group “hello girls” and their supervisors, 
especially Chief Operator Mrs. Braasch, have done 
much for patients this hospital. They created 
and have kept alive phone fund which 
patients call their loved ones for 
chat. Monthly receive bcx:s Mrs. Snyder’s 
delicious candy which distributed tura the 
infirmary patients and those the houses for 
the handicapped. They instituted the custom 
Christmas tree and party each Yule season when 
each patient remembered with gift. 

The idea behind the Carvilie Club raise 
funds during the year for their different activities. 
They have already sponsored “bake 
was big success raising funds and although 
the calendar says Jure, Christmas shopping 
going right ahead. 

The American Legion Auxiliary, Department 
Louisiana financing educational fund which 
draw for extra typing help sending out 


literature. The Women’s Auxiliary the St. 
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church New 
Orleans and the all women’s Stolley-Anderson 
Post, American Legion Chicago have also con- 
tributed this fund. 

recent months our equipment fund which 
used for purchasing the many things needed 
keep the wheels turning has been greatly fortified 
checks from veteran groups. The Lake Provi- 
dence, La., American Legion Auxiliary Unit, the 
Grand Voitures New York and Georgia have ad- 
ded it. The Voitures Savannah and Atlanta, 
Ga., have sent larger amounts which they raised 
having Bingo parties THE STAR’s name. 


The Wiley-Pevy Unit Minden, La., 


warded their check cover the next three months 
salary for reader for the blind men. The 
Atlanta, has boosted the almost depleted 
mending project (for blind ladies) their check. 

Our Social Service work continues grow be- 
cause where most people wish help. Things 
are able with this money are varied and 
accomplished with fanfare. The Campbell Soup 
girls Chicago have been sending cash each 
month. have just used $.0 this fund 
help the boys purchase jerseys and jackets for ball 
players. The 5th District, American Legion Aux- 
iliary, Dept. La.; Houma Unit 31, Houma, La.; 
Legion Post 473, Chicago; Voiture 1224, Chicago; 
Voiture Dorado, Oakland Voiture 811, 
Detroit, Mich.; Atlanta, Ga,; Grand Voi- 
ture South Carolina; Grand Voiture Georgia 
Frank Teehan, Eli Court, Stanley Szarek, 
Fitzgerald and the Grand Voiture. all the 
state New Hampshire; Beta Sigma Phi Sorority 
Shreveport, La., and Raisa Gregoriev Oakland, 
Calif have all added this worthy cause the 
last few months. 

Each individual and group has received personal 
letters from but feel our readers should 
told your part our many projects. THE STAR 
STAFF acts only liaison carrying out your 
wishes for the disposition all funds furnished 
us. appreciate not only your assistance but the 
confidence you place entrusting these 
funds our care and judgment 


NOTICE 


When sending money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly them payable THE avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 


Front row Junior, Mesa Cheramie, Helmer, Mu- 
noz, Padilla. Bat boy Emelio Gianangeli Back row Farrel, 
Madereis, Brown, Capt., Broussard’ Fernandez, 


Quarnstrom. 


Even Philadelphia’s A’s have had their face 
lifted and the Ford has revolutionary change, 
so, too has our softball team had its renascence. 
Not only are the boys playing fine style ball 
but they have now taken firm and determined 
hand abolishing the incognito life Car- 
ville. Perhaps the fact that they are coast- 
ing along game winning streak maybe 
the new uniforms, but when discussing picture 
for the paper these statements more 
acterised the opinion the team “I’m not 
inal” and “It’s about time friends know where 
am.” 

New comers the squad have gone long way 
towards.brightening the outlook the season. 
The big weakness pitching, which haunted our 
forces for the last few years, seems have been 


- 


Quarnstrom and Padi.la, Com- 
mander and Adjutant elect Post 188’ 
American 


solved with the import Michael Pa- 
dilla from the coast league. Mike has 
set blistering pace winning while 
dropping one relief appearance. Besides 
Mike’s pitching passing some the fine 
tips hurling younger moundsmen. Standout 
these present Tom Quarnstrom who, al- 
though needing help the late innings, 
tured his only two starts. Another the newer 
and brighter lights Eddy “Flaco” Fernandez who 
has whip like arm and uses gazelle like speed 
blanket the short stop position, and stretches 
long single into three bagger. Eddy and Bill, our 
whippet lead-off man, give quick one two 
punch that driving our opposing catchers wild. 

Leading the hitting parade with .421 average 
the old war horse and crowd pleaser Sam Munoz. 
Even this commendable average doesn’t put him 
too far above his mates, whom are hitting over 
300. 

Favorite foe for this and past seasons the River 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


The month May brought shower shows 
our beautiful hospital theater, with old fashion- 
ministrelsy predominating. 


Joy Ward, lovely L.S.U. coed cowgirl regalia 

“Varsity Varieties” 1948, all student pro- 
duction from Louisiana State University, under the 
auspices the L.S.U. Bengaliers, entertained 
packed house the evening May 6th. The pro- 
gram, from start finish was the liveliest and 
most spontaneous seen here many moons. Bob 
Burton directed the Bengaliers, strong, 
group songs. The “Joy Boys”, black face end 
men, furnished fun, and course those co-eds 
Joy Frances Edwards, drew applause 
and even whistles from the hospital wolves. 

Douglas Hall m-c’d the show easy and almost 
professional style. 

Arrangements for the perfomance here were made 
John McCormick, son our own “L.L.’s”. Ned 
Touchstone gave the show some bang publicity 
the Daily Reveille, L.S.U. student publication. 


pretty hot weather for dancing, especially 
our ball room, but the sweet and hot tunes 
Billy Claiborne’s orchestia from Baton Rouge 
drew lot local toe-tappers the evening 
May 18th. Mike Acosta, always the job pro- 
vide entertainment for Carville, came down with 
the orchestra. 


When heard the howling success the 
Minstrel Show given the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Sunshine Post 312 Gabriel 
High School April, dropped gentle hint 
that the patients would get real kick out see- 
ing this show, the cast which was recruited from 
people living the neighborhood, many whom 


are employees this hospital. 

The show went here the evening May 
i9th and went cff with bang. The entire cast 
was surprisingly good, but Jay Bourque, who is, 


the day time, one our electricians. stopped the 


show with tap dancing. Jay has had training 
but isa natural “hoofer.” runner-up for 
applause was Mrs. Miller Turner, whose talent 
for burlesque oustanding. 

Daigle was chairman arrangements, 
assisted Mrs. Frank Gemar. 


The parting the red velvet curtains our 
theatre the evening May took some 
back the days Fields and Lew Dock- 
staedter. There real Minstrel garb were two 
rows Kiwanians, doing their the Second 
Annual Blackface Minstrel the Baton Rouge 
Downtown Kiwanis Club. 

The show was opened the entire company 
singing “Louisiana Bound,” the ‘title song the 
production. The perfomance was staged two 
parts and the cast which included many promin- 
ent business and professional men, was kept 
moving briskly its Interlocutor, Chester Free- 
man. 

Justin Wilson, local favorite with his “Cajun” 
dialect anecdotes, wandered and out, and 
usual, made himself thoroughly home. 

Gunvard Hansen directed the chorus members, 
which were exceptionaly good. 


SPORTS 


(Continued) 
Gang from down the road piece. Much their 
chagrin, still holding the upper hand, and 
seriously doubt they live down the 22-7 
shellacking they received the other night. 

and when the new lights are installed the 
diamond, expect broaden our horizons, and 
add new opponents the schedule which now in- 
cludes Bayou, Heart CYO Baton 
Rouge and fact the American Legion 
Post 188 which team, has already 
issued challange the other Legion teams 
this section the state. Incidentally the team 
lost game since they received their new 
uniforms, gift Durable Outfitters, New 
York, and Mike celebrated the first game the 
Blue and Gold garb with hit run perfor- 
mance against Sacred Heart, group which was 
doubt our ability furnish competition. 
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DOWN COTTAGE GROVE WAY 


Bang, bang, bang, saw, saw seems the theme 
song down Cottage Grove way these days. Spring 
house cleaning being coupled with remodeling 
some our cottages. 

The Weirs have enclosed their front porch for 
cozy living room. Windows all sides are set- 
off with colorful drapes and that overhead lan- 
tern the entry snazzy. Mrs. Weir adept 
interior decorating given the benefit 
her advice and suggestions many our neigh- 
bors who are interested setting their cottages 
off the best advantage. 

Anita repainting and repairing Miss Mary’s 
cottage. Broken water pipes this past winter did 
some damage her house; did others. 

The main activity Bee, Mike and George’s cot- 
tages putting low fences the back yards. 
the reason for those must keep small 
growing things in— could chicks. 

Sounds like major construction job Mary 
Ruth and Darrell’s cottage just accros the way 
from ours but they say they are only 
broom closet built. Mary Ruth has also made new 
spreads for those modernistic twin couch-beds 
and new drapes. Seems noticed new 
window exhaust fan being installed, too. 

living room windows are sporting new 
curtains and drapes. Myrt and Mike came his 
rescue doing all the sewing and hanging them. 
With the new couch cover blend the whole ef- 
fect springy. 

From the racket there must much going 
the Collins’ cottage, too. Bill had much luck 
with his cabinets under the sink that now 
making others above. Hazel feels, that will 
nice have them when they are completed 
but the mess trying prepare meals while 
climbing over tools and lumber. 

Martin has built linen closet their bath- 
room and and Miracle have moved the cot- 
tage for the summer. They live the big houses 
the winter. 

are having new neighbor, maybe 
should say neighbors. Paul, our circulation ma- 
nager, has bought house and many the 
younger boys spend the better part each day 
there. the office one day remarked, “Gee, 
Paul, you must have lots help with your remo- 
deling. There are always lots boys there.” 
wryly answered, helping Paul and the 
others are just having good time watching.” 


Louis has gone for small frys— the kind you 
eat. He’s built brooder and says he’s raising 
extra special breed. taking all quite seriously, 
too. One evening when arrived Chateau Sim- 
and breathlessy told Hank had electrical 
short were not prepared for his next remark 
“We don't mind being the dark but I’ve got 
keep the chicks warm tonight”. Hank entered into 
the spirit Louis’ plight and armed with flash 
light and numerous fuses dashed off locate and 
repair the short circuit. When the job was finished 
and the chicks warm Louis, with look satisfac- 
tion, remarked, “Gee, but it’s swell have handy 
man for neighbor.” 

going Chateau Simon? Things 
seem quieting down bit since all the walls 
and ceiling have been covered with Celotex and 
the floors with asphalt tiles. Hank’s latest invention 


Sylvia for ride with Hank 


(and he’s full good ideas) three wheel bike. 
seen motorcycles with sidecars well, this 
the bicycle version one. has been taking 
the ladies and men from the houses for the hand- 
icapped, for rides the side car they love 
it! very handy, too, bringing packages from 
the postoffice and Canteen and bring the laun- 


and back home ideal. Sylvia, our 


year old ward, think the side car can leave 
our cottage empty, and she makes each trip just 
for the ride. 


Our neighborhood just like any normal small 


community and wish more you lived down 
Cottage Grove way. 
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Berrying but not buried 

Our Ghost the Month military one and 
curiously enough, his reported demise brought him 
raise rank, from Major General. 

quote from communication 
received from California, “Major Hornbostel will 
doubt amused learn that has not only 
been raised rank, but killed off, the mind 
least one nurse Sawtelle. This Nurse told 
the wife patient who has Hansen’s disease— 
‘that General whose wife had it, caught from her 
and died.’”Alas poor Yorick! The weird tales 
that drift about like mist from the depths igno- 
rance, the origins which are utterly unknown. 

Major Hans Hornbostel the liveliest “ghost” 
imaginable. His three passions are his wife Ger- 
trude, gardening and cooking. 

During his long residence the Orient, this Har- 
vard man learned how make delectable soups. 
know how good they are, because several times 
has given some. 

passing the Hornbostel cottage,at any hour the 
day, one can see the Marjor, tall, vigorous, tanned, 
working his garden among his flowers. 

The Major most enthusiastic “ghost” whose 
ideas about all questions regarding this hospital, 
and indeed the entire world, are full decisiveness. 
His “death march” Bataan and subsequent 
years spent Jap concentration camp did di- 
minish him corporally but left his spirit just 
today, very, very militant. Even gain the rank 
General the Major refuses become ghost, 
except this one instance, when becomes our 
“Ghost the Month”. Incidentally when told 
his reported passing, this “Blithe Spirit” used lan- 
guage not feel liberty print. 
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THE PANCHO 
ADDENDUM 

The dark clouds neglect and mistreatment 

the May Star, are now showing silver lining. 
Mr. Lewis Slonaker Director Rehabilitation 
for the American Legion, Department Califor- 
nia, writes part:-“In our opinion THE STAR 
has done excellent job, and has not been done 
just the interest ‘Pancho’, but the interest 
all veterans throughout this great nation ours, 
who may now have, may the future contract 
Hansen’s disease. Your editorial should long 
way prevent anyone having the unpleasant and 
unnecessary experience Pancho, prior his 
arrival Carville. Your editorial will help 
make each employee the American Legion 


California more alert and his toes all times, 


wherein veteran can given some assistance. 
feel quite certain that the Veterans Adminis- 
tration California will never make 
mistake. would like for you and the mem- 
bers your Post and your Auxiliary, well 
the Department Louisiana, know that 
have every desire work with you the best in- 
terest your members, and any and all vete- 
rans and their dependents wherever can 
service. also wish that could more 
help you, and appreciate what the members 
there Carville are doing further educate the 
public Hansen’s disease. 

The resolution page the May Star 
very timely and feel personally that should have 
the backing our entire National Organization” 

The resolution mentioned Mr. Slonaker will 
presented the Convention the American 
Legion, Department Louisiana, July. hop- 
that will presented for action the Nation- 
Convention Miami. Meanwhile, the resolution 
has been adopted already the American Legion 
Lutz, Florida. N.P Arceneaux, adjutant Nichol- 
son Post 38, Baton Rouge, advises that the resolu- 
tion was adopted unanimously his Post. 

Out California way Hank Weaver Station 
KECA, the American Broadcasting Co., Los An- 
geles, devoted two broadcasts the Pancho case, 
referringto him “Veteran X”. Mr. Weaver has 
promised help better conditions 
patients California while they are awaiting 
willdo his best give the facts about Harsen’s 
disease through the medium any radio program 
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN 


WITH ANN PAGE 


Beautiful hand work done all year round here, 
but with June “busting out all over” many needle 
work hours are spent the verandas where 
have the opportunity seeing the articles first 
hand. 

While the girls embroider, crochet and knit, 
least one the boys, Jimmy, does hand embroid- 
ery which rivals the girls’ pieces. Miss Ruth has on- 
recently completed hook rug and hear 
others are making them too. 

Billy and Tom, veterans, learned candlewick 
work Navy told his instruc- 
tions began far away Guam. Billy taught Guy 
Hodges for time and Tom took where Billy 
left off. Guy’s progress has been rapid that they 
now speak him Professor Guy. His first project 
was American flag which was perfect re- 
ceived adozen requests for others. Since then has 
made scarfs, rugs, pillow tops and now he’s making 
bedspread. Irby, Lomy and Phillip are among 
the other fellows who have learned it. 

The girls House could see reason for 
the boys knowing any type handwork that they 
didn’t, Tom and Lomy gave them lessons. Both 
Mary and Jennie are finishing their first rugs and 
they don’t look like the work amateurs me. 

Folks this hospital, who want things, 
draw the initiative which necessary part 
us, and ahead their own with the assist- 
ance some other patient. While Tom impart- 
ing the knowledge acquired the Service 
others, continuing his education, interrupted 
military service, through correspondence 
school. are amazed the number subjects 
taking and his grades are splendid. When 
completes this will prepared for college en- 
trance upon discharge. 


aerial view our grounds and buildings 
something have long wanted. While the Hut- 
cherson Paint and Floor Covering Co. Shreve- 
port was fulfilling contract here, Mr. Hut- 
cherson flew down least once week look 
over the progress. one these trips agreed 
take our Staff Photographer, Harris 
get the shots. They were gone just 6.minutes from 
take-off landing, but took full advantage 
that time the air and got some fine pictures. 
are grateful Mr. Hutcherson for his part 
this addition the pictorial view Carville. 


Although now has his feet terra firma 
stillin the clouds and Louise Ann radiates 
see they were married May why 
shouldn’t they happy. take this means 
expressing our congratulations them, the latest 
addition Carville’s married set. 


The local American Legion Auxiliary Unit had 
their poppy sale here Memorial weekend. The 
patient body whole feels grateful the Na- 
tional American Legion Auxiliary for the many 
things they have done for us, and put their 
dimes and quarters for the poppies. Grace Joy, 
President, reports the sales amounted $40.30. 
The Boy Scout Troop assisted the ladies with the 
sale and who can resist those khaki clad youths’ 
appeal? 


The water moccasins which abound the 
swamps must have increase population 
the back country. least two have been killed 
lately Darrell and Mary Ruth’s back yard. This 
makes uncomfortable for could get along 
very well without these uninvited ditch dwellers. 

When the rains come and the flood, 
fish are backed the overflowing bayous. 
The boys flock the flood created lake fish. 
they are accosted moccasin back there they 
have the satisfaction knowing they are intrud- 
ing moccasin territory. One day several the 
fellows were fishing out there and according 
the grapevine, Holstein landed 
moccasin instead ofa fish. When saw his catch 
was frightened that ran yards hip 
deep water without ever wetting his ankles—and 
now they call him Speedy. 


Sleepy-head Eddie, who has been tagged with 
the nickname Flaco (skinny), was invited waf- 
fle breakfast one morning. “How about bringing 
was the lazy response. “OK”, said Mike, “just wait 
for Flaco drowsed along and waited until 
mail time when package arrived. Inside were 
the and cold with note, “Every- 
thing comes him who waits.” 

Just you wont get the wrong idea might 
add that the ball diamond Flaco stretches his 
long legs and covers territory nothing flat. Our 
only suggestion that the boys not call sunrise 
ball practice else minus short stop. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
throughout the world thousands well workers, that “Ihe good father never took any precautions 
lay have been daily association.with the patients, the in- against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 

c= 

In.some these daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
onable doubt existed as.to whether the individual acquired contracting the disease. 
the infection the This especially true when 
the infected person native section the countr 
1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
Where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 


nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
ekistence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single 


have been employed the Carville impossible for the distinguish between 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- the two germs. 
cians etc., with but one possible exception native this 


endemic section); not: member personnel has Hansen’s notvincluded the list quarantinable dis- 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- eases New York State and patients that State are subject 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart restrictions down, go) 

most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 

and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record. 


man woman may remain perfeet physical for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. ‘The Greek word had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern, use of. the word “leprosy” cause 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word had nothing common with what called “leprosy” toc 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics imagination applied infection with Hansen’s 

the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments-and leprosy houses should conclusi 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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